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Name: _______________________________________

Greetings,
	This is a study into the prophecies in the Old Testament about the Messiah and His fulfillment of the old law.
	Since man separated himself from God with the first sin, God has wanted to fix the broken relationship between Himself and His creation. With His covenant, He established that blood sacrifice was the way to fix that relationship. A Savior was the only way to meet that need. God planned from the beginning to save us by sending a part of Himself to die for us. It all is dependent on God. His love for us is how He reaches out to us to be with Him for eternity. 
	The prophets were a vessel to show God’s people and us who we are looking for as the One who is going to save us. The prophets were used to tell the people to trust that God has a plan for mankind. All people from the Old Testament are there to point to God’s saving plan for His people through the coming Messiah.
	With each lesson, please keep the focus on how each scripture and prophecy points the learner back to Jesus and God’s plan for the redemption of man.
May God guide our study and shape our thoughts as we show others His path. The best tool a teacher can use is the right question at the right time.  
God bless and enjoy the journey.
Josh Derr




Lesson 1
Why Prophecy?
Intro: Get to know your students. Go around the room and have them tell their favorite vacation memory, or favorite sporting moment, or best camp memory. Having a connection will open further discord.

*Younger students may want to focus on Jesus being the fulfillment of many prophecies and the institution of a new covenant.

This study is designed to point learners to Jesus. Many people think the Old Testament is not relevant today and does not matter to today’s Christian. Pointing to Jesus from the past gives so much insight into how He changed and saved the world. So, in this lesson we are going to look at why there was so much preparation for the Son of God.

Why is it important that we learn what the prophets said about Jesus before he came into the world to save us? Why would we need to study and know about what the past says about Jesus? ______________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Peter 1:10-12
What kind of Spirit working was taking place long ago? ______________________________________________________
Why did the Spirit speak to the prophets? ___________________ ______________________________________________________
Through the power of the Spirit and things angels long to look in to, what word did the prophets bring, not only for themselves and early Christians but to us today? ________________________________ ______________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
If we believe that Jesus is who the New Testament says He is, we can look back at the Old Testament and know it is true for what it tells about the coming Savior. That would help prove the integrity of Scripture.

Why would so many prophets of old need to point to a Messiah? What was missing or wrong that they would need foretell of One to come? ________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hint-Romans 8:3

Jerimiah 31:31-34
The prophet Jerimiah gives us insight into the reason for a coming Messiah. Why was the old covenant not good enough? What caused it to make God desire a new and improved covenant? ___________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is the new covenant different for man? ___________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Think about and try to explain what it means for God to “put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their hearts” (v 33 Common English Bible) __________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Another reason for prophecies about the Messiah is to strengthen the faith of doubting believers. In Matthew 11, John the baptizer was struggling in prison. What did Jesus tell the messengers to tell John? (v 5) _________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
This response comes form Isaiah 35 and 61. In short, what is He saying He is doing? ______________________________________

If the prophets foretold of all the things the Messiah would do and how He would come, why did the people still miss that Jesus was that Messiah?
Let’s understand that there are many religions, including Judaism, that don’t believe Jesus came as Messiah. Jews reject Jesus because of how they interpret some of the prophecies about what the Messiah would do. One of them is from Ezekiel 37:26-28 claiming this means the Messiah will build another eternal temple. Another is from Zechariah 14:9 which says God will be King over all the world. These verses are in the Bible but when someone puts a spin on scripture that pushes their own agenda, we miss what God has done and who Jesus Messiah was and is. When these scriptures and others are looked at in their context and meaning looking through Jesus’ life, we find truth that Jesus fulfilled all these prophecies and others but will also continue to fulfill His prophecies when He comes again.

Take a minute to discuss why people refuse to see Jesus through open eyes and how the verse from Matthew 13:13 applies. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What about all who refuse to see how Jesus fulfilled God’s plan and continue going on with Old Law? Is there anything we can do to help them see God?  _____________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As we close the lesson, positively think about what it means that Jesus came into a lost world with anticipation and hope to save humanity from eternal separation with the Father. The prophets’ messages would have been more positive for people had the people put their trust in the Creator. But the clues of the coming Messiah were clear for those who were truly searching.

Why would angels need to “long to search” what God through the Spirt spoke about? Are God’s mysteries that awesome and He that powerful that even the angels are anxious to know? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Lesson 2
Prophecies of Jesus Birth
Intro: Ask the students if they know anything of the history of the day they were born: important history, sporting events, movies, or songs. Know something about your own before class starts.

[bookmark: _Hlk493351497]*Younger groups may wish to focus on the idea that Jesus’ birth was prophesied about many times, and He would be from Abraham and in the line of David.

Jesus as the Messiah, to be accepted by the Jews, needed to have the “proper genetics”. The teachers of the law were not going to accept anyone except one with the right resume. The details in the Old Testament that describe how, where, and several other specifics are there only by God’s design and orchestration. 

All the way back at the beginning of man’s fall, God gives the first prophecy about what His plan needs. 
Gen 3:15 says what will happen between what Satan did and what God’s plan is? __________________________________________
So, God tells Satan, Adam, and Eve that it would be through her that God is going to use them to bring His plan into action.

The reason we need to study and understand the specifics behind the birth of Jesus is so we know He is who He claims to be. His ancestral linage speaks to the Jews who were looking for the Messiah with authority in His family. The reason Matthew spends so much time at the beginning of his book tracing the line of Christ is to show and prove to the Jews how Jesus came to be who He claims to be.
Why would the Jews need to trace Jesus’ ancestral line all the way back? ________________________________________________
Who was the original father of the Jewish nation? ______________
In Gen 12, what is God’s promise given Abraham? _____________ ______________________________________________________
In Acts 3, Peter is trying to appeal to the Jews as to how they missed that Jesus, whom they crucified, is the Messiah. What does he tell the Jews regarding their connection to the covenant and Jesus’? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Another very important connection Jesus needs to have is to the throng, the line of David. This gives Him a right to be called ruler in the eyes of the Jews. 
2 Samuel 7:12+13 
Samuel tells David what God is going to do with the line of the king for the people. What important aspect about Jesus can we pull from these verses? Is God saying it will be an earthly kingdom? How do we know? _____________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Matthew 1:1
Who is Matthew mainly writing to? _________________________
How does he start his book? _______________________________
Why is it important to tell his audience whose line Jesus belongs to? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
There are a few times in the Old Testament where it is written that the Messiah would be born of a virgin. Let’s take a moment to talk about the science conflict with this prophecy. From the beginning of modern science, scientists have tried to give scientific explanations for many things in the Bible. Like explaining how the Israelites crossed the Red Sea. Or how there could be darkness in the middle of the day. If God could be “explained scientifically” it would not be called faith. God works in mysterious ways. There are some things we can’t figure out or explain. And that’s okay. Our human minds are not supposed to fully understand EVERYTHING. It seems impossible to our minds how a baby can come from a virgin. That is one of the signs that the Jews should have been looking for. We are not ever going to know how many people prior to Jesus claimed to be the Messiah but this part of the prophecies about Him is supposed to be the first big sign that He is here!

Ahaz is a faithless king of Judah. In Isaiah 7, Judah was faced with a terrible threat from opposing people. Their hearts “shook as the trees of the forest shake in the wind” (v2) The Lord called Isaiah to tell Ahaz to be strong. God tells Ahaz to ask Him for a sign, but not just a regular sign. Make it a great sign. (v10) Ahaz refuses and says (in my paraphrase) let Me just tell you about the ultimate sign.
Isaiah 7:14
What does Isaiah tell the house of David about the One to come? ______________________________________________________
Why does this virgin birth give such weight to Jesus’ coming? ______________________________________________________
King Herod, because he knew of the prophecies (2 Sam 5:2), was scared for himself. He was King at the time the prophecies spoke of.
It is best thought that the timing of Jesus’ birth corresponds with Daniel 9:24 when he says “seventy weeks” which has been properly translated “seventy sevens” meaning 490 years. Scholars think the magi were using the years to come close to the time when the Messiah would be near.
Micah 5:2
What detail do we know of the Messiah’s origin from this scripture? ______________________________________________________
Matt 2:4-6
How does this prove what was foretold? ______________________ ______________________________________________________
The narrative in Matthew 2 about the Magi seeing the “star” raises a lot of questions like; was it a real star that moved? Who else saw it? Why were those men chosen to follow the star? 
If you want to chase those “rabbits” go for it but in my studying, I have found no scripture to fully meet my Biblical satisfaction of possible answers.
But Joseph needed to save his family.
Hosea 11:1 is a prophecy about the Israelites being led out of bondage. God frequently calls Israel His children. However, this verse is quoted in Matthew.
Matt 2:14+15
What does this mean in an understanding of both contexts? _______ ______________________________________________________
What an awesome thought that God’s prophetic message applied to both circumstances.

Lesson 3
Prophecies of Jesus’ Ministry
Intro: If you knew the outcome of every sport event for the next 50 years, what would you do with that information? (For those of you who know just smile at the question.)

Younger students may want to focus on prophecies in Isaiah that point to Jesus speaking in parables and performing miracles. Those prophecies are found in Isaiah 6 and 35 and are fulfilled in Matthew 13 and 11.

Please hear this first part loud and clear: Jesus is the Christ! Immanuel! The Messiah! Lord of lords! Prince of Peace! The Light of the world! He is the Savior who has come to give Life eternal! All other things are pointing to that end. They are written to help us see and understand what God has done for us. 
Jesus, as completely God and fully human, was the only one capable of bridging the gap between man and God. Broken and whole. Old and new. Death and life. In order for man to see Him as the Messiah, He would need to reach their hearts. That is why He performed miracles and ministered to the unclean. His ministry ushered in a way to bring man back in relationship with God.
1 John 3:8
Who does the person who practices sin belong to? Why? _______ ______________________________________________________
Why would God need to tell us from the beginning that He is going to send His Son? ________________________________________

During Jesus’ ministry He fulfilled many roles. People looked at Him differently depending on how they were raised, what they were looking for, and how their heart was able to accept Him.
Isaiah has many Messianic prophecies telling us how people will see, or not see Jesus, accept or reject Him, or listen or ignore Him.
One of the hardest things for me as a Christian is to not understand how some people reject the word and Jesus. 
When Jesus spoke to the people, it was in a way that only the Master teacher could. Those that heard and understood were listening differently than those that heard and did not understand. Jesus the Master Teacher taught in parables. He spoke plainly so common people could understand. Isaiah 6:9+10 foretells what ideas about the people that would come to listen to Jesus? _________________ ______________________________________________________
Matt 13:13-15 Jesus is speaking and quotes from Isaiah. Who is He referring to in the part of “not seeing and understanding”? ______________________________________________________ Who is he talking about in v 16+17? What place are you in this scenario? ______________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
But what about miracles? Jesus was able to heal, raise people from the dead. Isaiah 35:5+6 tells us what signs will be done? ________ ______________________________________________________
Matt 11:2-6
Jesus began His ministry and performed miracles from the start. John the baptizer heard and wanted to know. Jesus’ response is to quote Isaiah about performing miracles. What does He say in v 6 about followers? ________________________________________
What does that mean for us followers? ______________________ ______________________________________________________
John is Jesus’ cousin but also a very important person for Jesus’ ministry. The religious leaders don’t know what to do with the teachings of John. He is talking and teaching like the prophets who haven’t been heard in hundreds of years. Jesus knows what John is doing and quotes from Malachi 3:1. What does Jesus say from Malachi that relates to John? Cross that with Matt 11:10-15. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What reassurances does Jesus give for the people to believe John? ______________________________________________________
Consider the thought that Jesus is confirming prophecies about a man, His cousin, who is to precede the Messiah, Himself, and wanting the people to believe John so they believe Him! Can you see the subtle smile on His face as He sees His cousin preaching about the things just about to start? John proclaiming Jesus’ arrival as the Messiah? The glance from Jesus to John that says, “You are the one the prophets told about.” And the return glance from John “You are the Messiah the prophets told about.”
But there is another line of prophecies that speak of rejection.
Luke 4:16-21 
What does Jesus proclaim in this passage? ____________________ ______________________________________________________
He is quoting Isaiah 61:1+2
What does Jesus declare of these verses? _____________________ ______________________________________________________
What is He going to do for the broken and outcast of this world? ______________________________________________________
Keep reading Luke 4:24-30. Summarize the story of Elijah. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is Jesus implying in the parallel? _______________________ ______________________________________________________
What do the people do to Jesus and what are their intentions? ______________________________________________________
Describe what v30 means? ________________________________

Scripture predicts Jesus’ rejection by His own. What does it tell of the rest of the non-Jews, the Gentiles? Does the rest of the world also reject the Messiah?  __________________________________
Isaiah 11:10
What is Jesus to be for the rest of the world? __________________
John 12:18-21
What do the pharisees proclaim about those following Jesus? ______________________________________________________
Where are we in the process of Jesus coming to the world to fulfill these ancient prophecies? _________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Lesson 4
Prophecies of Jesus’ 
Death and Resurrection
Intro: Lighten the mood a little before we hit it hard with the deepest material. Play a quick game of Simon says or use some icebreaker questions like; if you were stranded on a deserted island name one thing you would want to have, what message would you put in a fortune cookie, what one food you’d never want to taste again, what one superpower would you like to have and why?

*Younger students may want to focus on Jesus needing to die to save humanity but also Jesus being one who conquers death with humanity being the benefactor. Isaiah 52+53, and 1 Cor 15:54-58

The Old Testament is full of examples of God being in a covenant relationship with His people. That covenant was set up by God and not upheld many times by His people. It was a covenant built on blood sacrifice to atone for the fall of humanity and bring man back into relationship with God. The only blood that could totally atone for the sin of humanity would be that of God in the flesh to bring His own creation salvation from eternal separation from Creator. 

Thus, it is appropriate to note many connections with the Passover lamb of Jewish Passover and Jesus as the Lamb of God. The Passover lamb, from Exodus 12, was to be without defect (v5), the blood was a sign to save life and pass over (v13), none of the bones were broken (v 46).
Read the following New Testament passages and find what they say about Jesus and His role as the Lamb:
1 Cor 5:7 ______________________________________________
John 19:33-36 __________________________________________
There is one more similarity between Jesus and the Passover lamb. 
Isaiah 53:7 says what about Jesus like a sheep? ________________ ______________________________________________________
It is fulfilled in Matt 27:12-14. What is said about Jesus? ________ ______________________________________________________
Jesus’ life of servanthood was lived to show us God, but He came to give that life for us to have eternal life. Isaiah 53 has over 20 prophecies that speak about a life of a “suffering servant” as it has come to be known. The next section of study is the prophecy from Isaiah 53 and its’ fulfillment in the New Testament. With each one, ask yourself why He did that for you, and how does that change what I should do each day.
Messiah not believed.
Is 53:1 ________________________________________________
John 12:37+38 _________________________________________
Messiah despised, forsaken, in grief.
Is 53:3 ________________________________________________
Mark 14:32-42 _________________________________________
Carried our grief and sorrows.
Is 53:4 ________________________________________________
Matt 8:16+17 __________________________________________
By His wounds we are healed.
Is 53:5 ________________________________________________
1 Peter 2:24 ____________________________________________
Bore the sins of all.
Is 53:6 ________________________________________________
2 Cor 5:21 _____________________________________________
Died for the sins of people.
Is 53:8 ________________________________________________
Acts 5: 30+31 __________________________________________
Intercedes for sinners.
Is 53:12 _______________________________________________
Rom 8:34 _____________________________________________
At this point we are going to focus on the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus predicted hundreds of years before He bled and died.
Psalm 22 is a psalm written by David but is clearly a prophecy about the crucifixion. With each verse, tell what David wrote and then see its fulfillment in New Testament and ask yourself how this impacts me. What does the foretelling of Jesus’ suffering mean to me?
Ps 22:1 _______________________________________________
Matt 27:46 ____________________________________________

Ps 22:4+5 _____________________________________________
Matt 27:43 ____________________________________________
Let’s take a moment to dig a little deeper into the next one. A worm. This may seem strange to us to think of Jesus calling Himself a worm but there is a deeper meaning. The word worm in Ps 22:6 is a reference to what is called the Crimson Worm (also Is 66:24). The life cycle of this worm and its connection to Jesus is when the mother is ready to lay eggs. It climbs a tree and attaches itself. It then forms a hard crimson shell around the eggs that cannot be removed without tearing apart the worm. When the eggs hatch, they feed on the mother worm and she dies, excreting a crimson dye that stains the wood and the babies. The worms remain the crimson color their entire lives. On the fourth day, the mother worm’s tail pulls into the head and turns a snow-white wax that looks like a patch of wool.
Ps 22:6 _______________________________________________
Is 1:18 ________________________________________________
Matt 27: 30-31 _________________________________________

Ps 22:7 _______________________________________________
Matt 27:39 ____________________________________________

Ps 22:8 _______________________________________________
Luke 23:35 ____________________________________________

Ps 22:14 ______________________________________________
John 19:34 ____________________________________________

Ps 22:16 ______________________________________________
Zech 12:10 ____________________________________________
John 19:37 ____________________________________________

Ps 22:18 ______________________________________________
Matt 27:35 ____________________________________________
There are others in Ps 22 that parallel Jesus crucifixion. If time allows, find the other prophecies and where Jesus fulfilled them.
Last but not least is Isaiah 25:8+9 quoted in 1Cor 15:54.
What moment, or time frame in a person’s life is this referring? ______________________________________________________
Describe how this is victory. _______________________________
Lesson 5
Prophecies of Jesus’ Role in the Church
Intro: Ask students to think of a time when they got in trouble for following the wrong person. A time when they listened to the wrong person or didn’t know who to listen to. Hopefully a lesson was learned and not too much trouble was had.

Younger groups may want to focus on Jesus coming to destroy the devil and his works 1John 3:8 as foretold about in Gen 3:15.

As we begin this lesson the focus is on what Jesus does in His church. Let’s begin this lesson at the beginning of the story. After God created man, it did not take very long for there to be a need to fix the relationship. In Genesis 3, Satan appears to Eve and lies and tricks mankind. Did God know this was going to happen from the beginning? ____________________________________________
With this separation due to sin, God wanted His creation to be brought back into a whole relationship with Him. But that part of the plan is down the road when He sends the Messiah. In the meantime, what does v 15 say will happen to Satan and man? ______________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
Who then gives the first prophecy about Jesus Messiah? _________

We have already looked at why we needed prophecies about Jesus. This lesson is designed to study Jesus’ role in establishing His church and His role in how the church functions. In the Old Testament, God used priests to communicate His intentions and to be a liaison between Himself and His people. The Jews were very familiar with the role of priests and how God allowed only certain things to be done by the priests. In 1Sam 2:35, what does God tell Eli concerning the future of the priest’s position? ______________________________________________________
Jesus’ role was always destined to be the eternal priest. His role was established to be special. Not just acting as the High priest but also our King.
Hebrews 5,6,7, there are multiple mentions of Jesus being a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
In Gen 14:18-20 describe Melchizedek and Abram’s interaction. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Melchizedek is the King of Salem and also the High priest. This honor is unheard of to the Jewish people, because one person could not hold both positions, and made Melchizedek unique. So much so that Abram gave him a tithe. There are many wonderful things about this character situation that could further be unpacked if time allows. Let us end by saying Jesus is God’s chosen one to be both King and our High priest rolled into one for all.
Gather insight on Heb 7:22-28 _____________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why is Jesus the perfect High Priest? ________________________

Isaiah 28:16 says that God is _______________________________ ______________________________________ meaning Jesus will _____________________________________________________.
That is why 1 Peter 2:4-6 quotes Isaiah to persuade Christians to ______________________________________________________

But not all will put Jesus as their cornerstone.
Do you know someone who refuses to accept Jesus? Why do they? ______________________________________________________
Isaiah 8 tells about destruction for those who do not follow Him.
V 14 calls God a _________________________ for some but a ___________________________ for others.
What does 1 Peter 2:7+8 tell us about how people stumble over Jesus? ________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________

Can you think of a hard teaching from Jesus that people have trouble with and the world stumbles over? __________________________ ______________________________________________________
One such teaching of Jesus comes from Luke 9:23. Deny yourself. What does this teaching NOT include that is difficult for people to grasp? Did He say “just be a good person”, “He wants you to feel good”, “God just wants you to be happy”? How are we to deny ourselves? ____________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Some people, who are false teachers, claim the right to pass judgement on people’s souls and exclude them from Jesus’ family. Judgement is reserved for God. Jesus has the authority because it was His blood that He bought the church. 
1 Cor 6:20, Rev 5:9, Heb 9:12. Read these three and consider what it means to be bought with Jesus’ blood. Be sure to reinforce the thought that once bought, you belong to God and are a part of His family. _______________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
With these thoughts in mind, know that Jesus then has the authority to be the head of the people He bought with His blood.
There is a prophecy in Isaiah 22:22 that reveals Jesus is the key of David and to what extent does He have authority? ______________ ______________________________________________________
We see this Key mentioned again in Rev 3:7. Who alone has authority over this Key? __________________________________
If we continue to look at the house of David, Heb 3 mentions that we are “His house” if we do what? __________________________ ______________________________________________________
Looking at all three of these verses, we can see that Jesus is the one with authority over us to open the door for us or lock us out. 
But don’t think Jesus’ authority is one of domination, but of care, concern, and love. Why? __________________________________
Isaiah 43:1 gives us one more opportunity to look at God’s view for those who follow Him. Who chose Him to be Lord and Master. For how God sees His children. Are you His child? Are you redeemed?
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